LESSON # 1

Title of unit: Expressing Emotion Through Art

Title of Lesson: Exploration of Emotion, Colors and Lines

Cycle/Grade Level: Grades 5-6 

(With minor adjustments, the unit could be adapted to the younger grades as well).
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Rationale: 
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The purpose of this lesson is to introduce the new unit of emotions, through the use of color, shapes and lines in an engaging and unique way. This lesson will allow students to begin to produce individual works in the visual arts by thinking outside of the box, using their imagination, as well as reflecting on previous knowledge, their personal opinions and their emotions.  Students will understand that art can be a means to express emotion, and that color, lines, and shapes affect the art piece and how it is perceived. The big idea that art can evoke varying emotions and perspectives and that everyone is entitled to their own opinion, where no one is wrong, will also be explored.  Students will also begin to appreciate works of art and the emotions they evoke, by examining different art pieces around the room, such as DaVinci, Monet as well as expressionist art. This will allow them to explore the emotions behind shapes, lines and color, further, and they will begin to make critical/aesthetic judgments on the works and share their opinions with their peers, making the classroom climate a safe and explorative one, were everyone is willing to have an opinion and take risks.  

Prior to the First Lesson:

Prior to this first lesson, students will be notified that they will be embarking on an artistic journey, where they will develop and express their emotions using different art processes. The teacher will explain to the students that they will eventually create an oasis under their desks using all the tools and knowledge that they will gain throughout the course of the unit. The teacher will give the evaluation rubric, for this final project, right from the get-go, as it will allow students to know what they need to focus on and thoroughly explore in order to be successful. This will also create increasing motivation and engagement in the students, as they will want to create a successful and beautiful oasis for themselves.

Logistics: 

Prior

· Print out and post artwork, throughout the classroom, from different artists, such as DaVinci, Monet, expressionist paintings, etc. Use string to create several clotheslines across the room and hang the pictures with clothespins, creating an original and special art classroom oasis.

· Print out the block letter outlines that are needed and place them on the students’ desks.

Other material needed

· Have coloring crayons prepared 

· Have a few rulers prepared (not essential)

· Tape/string/clothespins/several sheets of white paper/black marker

Specific Objectives: 

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to: 

· Describe the concept that art can be a means to depict an emotion.

· Explore and use various color, lines, and shapes to display emotions.

· Explain and understand the idea that everyone has different perspectives. Not everyone will take away the same meaning from a piece of art, and that no one is wrong, as art is subjective.

· Participate in discussions about art in a respectful manner, where everyone’s opinions are worthy of being heard.

· Appreciate works of art, by examining the elements of each piece, making critical or aesthetic judgment, and sharing his or her appreciation experience” (QEP, p. 233).

· Think outside the box and use abstract thinking, where they will feel and see an emotion in their head and translate it onto paper using only color, lines and shapes.
Introduction Activity/Motivation: [20 Minutes]

Atmosphere: The classroom will be decorated with numerous print outs of different paintings, for example, DaVinci, Monet, a variety of expressionist paintings, both abstract and not, etc (refer to logistics for the hanging technique). This will change the mood of the classroom, as we move into our new unit, and will create curiosity and inquiry in students.

· When the students sit at their desks, they will see an outline, block letter drawing, which will be the first letter of their name. 

· The teacher will explain that the students are to express an emotion they are feeling, such as happiness, anger, sadness, etc, by filling in their letter, using only color, lines, and shapes. Instruct the student that they cannot use shapes that directly tie to their emotion like hearts or tears and are also not allowed to use words.

· Allow a good 15 minutes for this introductory activity.

· Once the students are done, ask for some volunteers to show their work, specify the emotion they chose and describe why they chose to use the colors and shapes that they did.

Questions to ask students to help them think critically and reflect:

· Why do you think I asked you to participate in this activity?
· How do specific colors make you feel?
· Do we all get the same feeling from colors?
· How do different types of lines or different weight of lines convey various emotions?

· Why is emotion important when producing or appreciating art?

Activity: [30 Minutes]

· The teacher will give the students 5 minutes to walk around the room and explore/examine the hanging artwork.

· The teacher will then ask the students to line up their chairs in front of the first clothesline of hanging art (This will provide the students with the opportunity to move around in the art classroom).
·  The teacher will pick one of the paintings to begin exploring with the students.
· The teacher will inform the students that, as a group, they are going to look at the works of art with a critical eye and break down the paintings in order reflect on different techniques used to express emotion in art. The teacher will tell the students that this is the first lesson, of a unit, that will assist them in creating their final project, which will be an under desk, emotion filled oasis (give them further instructions about the final project as the unit proceeds). 
· The teacher will initiate a class brainstorming discussion about the different techniques used in the painting, what they see, and how the piece makes them feel. The teacher will write down all of the ideas on a sheet of white paper, which will then be tapped to hang from the bottom of that painting, acting as their “emotion reference bank” for that painting.
Discussion points: 

· What colors are used and how do the make you feel (ex: red-anger/blue-sad/ etc)?

· What kind of shapes and lines do you see and how do they make you feel?

· What kinds of gestures were used (swirls/drops/splatters/rubbing/pressure (light- dark))?

· How do these different elements convey emotion?
· The idea that people can have varying viewpoints and that artwork can affect people in different ways.
· Continue the same exploration process with some of the other paintings. This will allow the students to look critically at and appreciate a variety of work and the different emotions they convey though the use of varying shapes, lines, gestures, color.

Conclusion: [10 minutes]

· The teacher will ask the students if they would like to hang their “display of emotion letters” on their desk or at their lockers to allow other students to see them. Have the students hang them where they choose. 

· The teacher will tell the students to clean-up their desks quickly and quietly.

· End of lesson discussion questions:

· What did you discover by participating in this lesson?

· Why or how does color show emotion?

· What is one thing you learned or appreciated about one of the works of art we looked at as a group?

· What is one of the purposes of art that we discovered today?

· What does it mean when I say that art is based on perception or is subjective?

· Can you make one connection between your art and the artist’s work that was studied today?

Extension: 

· If any student finishes the introduction activity before the whole class has completed the exercise, have sheets that are divided into four equal sections, ready to hand out. Have the student brainstorm and explore different emotions in each section, using different color, lines and shapes. 

· The other activity will be a whole class exploration and discussion activity; therefore, no preparation for quick finishers will be needed.

· Possible Additional Ideas: have students use other material to express an emotion, for example, pastels or paint, and discuss the differences between these and the coloring crayons (ex: pastels allow for greater blending, paint can allow us to create colors that aren’t in the coloring box, which allows for different opportunities to display emotions).

Resources:

http://www.lessonplanspage.com/ArtPutYourFeelingsIntoALetterIdeaK6.htm

